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MiG-3

Medium Bomber
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*ﬁ/\ MiG-3

The flaws of the MiG-1 high-altitude fighter
proved difficult for Mikoyan-Gurevich to fix.
The resulting MiG-3 was fricky to fly and had
many bugs.

When the Nazis invaded, many MiGs were
destroyed on the ground or succumbed to
aerial attrition. The MiG-3's speed was
exceptional at high altitude, but was
mediocre low down, where most combats
fook place. In the right hands it was formida-
ble, but defects and performance issues
resulted in production being discontinued in
1941. The surviving MiGs were withdrawn
from Frontal Aviation to air defence units. By
1943 it had been eclipsed by more reliable
fighters.

* 1-16 Type 5 ‘Ishak’
/""-\

The Polikarpov I-16 ‘Ishak’ ('Donkey') was
one of the most advanced monoplanes in
the world when it debuted in 1935. In Spain
and Mongolia it carved out a reputation as a
simple but effective fighter.

Variants

Card also depicts the 1935 I-16 Type 4

I-16 Type 10 Improved 1937 variant
Increase Firepower to 1

I-16 ‘Chupete’ High-altitude 1938 variant

Increase Speed and Turn by 1 at altitude
8-11, increase Firepower to 1

I-16 Type 12, 17 Cannon-armed variants, in
service 1939
Increase Firepower to 2
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Aircraft Data Cards, Sheet 1 Reverse

14153 Chaika’
P~

The Polikarpov 1-153 ‘Chaika’ ("Seagull’)
evolved the |15 series by adopting
retractable undercarriage and revising the
wing of the 1-152 back o a gull shape.
Performance improved, and the biplane had
better agility than the I-16. Many 'Chaika’
were in Soviet service when the Germans
invaded, but by early 1942 attrition and
modernisation meant that few remained.

Variants

This card depicts all major variants of the
1-153

I-153P Cannon-armed variant built in small
numbers, in service in Feb 40

Increase Firepower to 2

-*’ 1-16 Type 24 ‘Ishak’
/"-\

Polikarpov continued to develop the I-16
‘Ishak’ ('Donkey'), with new engines helping
improve performance and offset the weight
of extra equipment and armament. The
Type 24 was the primary mass-production
version in service when the Germans
invaded and in the early months of
Barbarossa it was to shoulder the main
burden of air combat against the Luftwaffe.

Variants

This card also depicts the improved I-16
Type 28 and 29

I-16 Type 27 Cannon-armed ‘gunship’
variant

Increase Firepower fo 2

*ﬁf SB

When the Germans invaded, the Soviet
bomber force was almost entirely equipped
with the SB (Skorostnoy Bombardirovschik,
or high-speed bomber). Tupolev's bomber
was impressive in the mid-30s, outpacing
interceptors in Spain, but by Barbarossa it
was obsolete. As losses mounted, it was
replaced by more modern aircraft and by
1942 it was largely withdrawn from front-line
combat.

Variants

This card depicts all major variants of the
SB series, including the Czech-built Avia
B-71 and the B-71 Zherav ('Crane’) in
Bulgarian service

@ Fulmar Mk.I

Fairey's Fulmar was a navalised fighter
variant of a light bomber design. Powered
by the same Merlin engine as the Spitfire,
and similarly armed, it was burdened with a
second crewman acting as navigator. Often
criticised for its poor performance against
single-seat fighters, the Fulmar did not lack
for virtues—in particular endurance-and was
a menace to bombers attacking the flest.
However, as modern fighters entered fleet
service the Fulmar was phased out as a day
fighter in 1943.

Variants

This card also depicts the improved Fulmar
Mk.II, in service Jan 41

1801

<> -3F (IL-
«/K DB-3F (IL-4)

The Ilyushin bureau built the DB-3 as a fast
long-range bomber. It was one of the best
medium bombers in the world when it
entered service in 1937 and served with
distinction in the long-range air arm.
Progressive improvements and a redesign
in the run-up to war resulted in the definitive
DB-3F, which was renamed IL-4 in Mar 42.

Variants

This card depicts all major variants of the
series, including the DB-3 (in service 1937)
and the DB-3T torpedo bomber

@ Re.2001 Falco Il

Reggiane upgraded the Re.2000 for domes-
tic use by installing a licence-built German
engine. The resuling Re.2001 Falco Il
(‘Falcon II') was competitive with Allied
fighters. However, engine production was
diverted to the manufacture of the MC.202,
so just 250 Re.2001s were produced.
Affrition meant that only a small number
remained by the armistice.

Variants

This card also depicts the Re.2001CB
fighter-bomber
Re.2001CN Improved night fighter and
fighter-bomber
Increase Bombs to 11; add Gun Pod ability
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P-39D Airacobra
Altitude Speed Turn Climb Bomb

8+ 4 4
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3 -
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"’.)
Ki-27b (Nate)
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Aircraft Data Cards, Sheet 2 Front

Medium Bomber

Light Bomber

P-36A Hawk LeO 451 Bre 693
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MB.152C.1 M.S.406 D.520
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O Bre 693

Starting life as a twin-engined fighter,
Breguet's Bre 693 was a versatile platform
and was adapted into an attack aircraft just
in time for the war. French doctrine empha-
sised low-level aftack, which cost the
Bre 693 and its sister, the Bre 691, dearly
during the invasion of France. Severe
losses meant that the type was cashiered as
a combat aircraft soon after the Armistice.

Variants

This card also depicts the very similar
Bre 691

O v

The best fighter available to the French
during the invasion was the Dewoitine
D.520. It was agile and well-protected, but
inefficiencies in production and delivery
meant that too few were bons de guerre
(war ready) in May 40. In spite of this it
amassed a respectable record, particularly
against the ltalians. After the Armistice the
aircraft would go on to see service with
Vichy forces in Syria, while some D.520s
were passed as spoils of war to the Italians
and Bulgarians. The German Luftwaffe
would employ it as a trainer.
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Aircraft Data Cards, Sheet 2 Reverse

O o

Lioré et Olivier built the LeO 451 to be an
advanced medium bomber that depended
on speed for its protection. As France began
fo rearm for war the prototypes demon-
strated excellent performance, so it was
rushed into production. However, it was only
available in  modest numbers when
Germany invaded in May 40. In combat the
LeO 451 was effective, particularly against
the Italians, but German flak and fighters
ultimately proved too strong and many were
lost in action.

O M.S.406

Morane-Saulnier delivered enough M.S.406
fighters in the run-up fo the fighting that it
was the most numerous French fighter
when the Germans invaded in May 40.
Though built to a modern design the
M.S.406 was underpowered, and while it
could hold its own in a turning fight it was still
outmatched by the Bf 109E fighters it faced.

Variants

This card also depicts the licence-built
D-3800 in Swiss service, delivered by Aug
40

@ P-36A Hawk

The Curtiss Model 75 was an all-mefal
pursuit plane that entered Army Air Corps
service as the P-36. Though it saw little
combat with the USAAF, it experienced
heavy fighting with the French Armée de
I'Air during the Battle of France.

Variants

This card also depicts the Hawk 75A-1
fighter flown by France, in service May 39,
named Mohawk Mk.| in British service
Hawk 75A-2 Also depicts the A-3, A-4 and
A-5 export variants, named Mohawk Mk.II,
Mkl and MkIV in British and Indian
service

Increase Firepower to 1

0 MB.152C.1

Bloch's MB.152 was an improvement over
the earlier MB.151, boasting an uprated
engine. Though the Bloch was well-armed
and a steady gun platform it lacked speed
and climb. Thrown into the Battle of France
it would underperform compared to its
contemporaries.

Variants

This card also depicts the early-production
MB.151C.1, some of which were used
during the Battle of France

1801

0 P-39D Airacobra

Bell's P-39 fighter was a novel design, built
around a big 37mm gun, but the lack of a
turbo-supercharger limited it to low altitude
combat. The Soviets appreciated the
firepower of the Kobrushka ('Little Cobra').
Meanwhile the USAAF pressed it into
service in the Pacific as a ground-attack
fighter.

Variants

This card also depicts the P-39F and the
20mm-armed Airacobra Mk.IA export
variant in British service (the latter named
P-400 in US service)

Q Ki-27b
Allied Codename: Nate

The Nakajima Ki-27 (or ‘Type 97 Fighter’)
was the Japanese Army's primary fighter
until 1940. Like all Japanese fighters of this
era it was built for manoeuvrability and
lacked protection. The Ki-27 would see
extensive service in China and against the
Soviets at Khalkhin Gol before being
replaced by the Ki-43 Hayabusa.

Variants

Ki-27a Initial production variant, in service
Jul 38

Remave Bomb rating; remove Drop Tanks
and Rear View abilities
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